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Fashion and Power at

the London Design Museum,

WOMEN FASHION POWER:

THE POWER OF FASHION IN DEFINING
FEMALE POWER

An exhibition on self-affirming clothing messages

LONDON

At the end of this month, London’s prestigious Design Museum will inaugurate a major
exhibition titted Women Fashion Power, featuring a rich collection of personal outfits by 25
contemporary women in various kinds of “powerful” social positions, and a broader range
of items, illustrations and reflections on fashion and clothing as instruments in the
construction of feminine prestige and empowerment. All in all, 150 years of fashion are
covered, including style studies on figures as different as Queen Elizabeth, Margaret
Thatcher, Coco Chanel and Lady Gaga... examples of women who deliberately fashioned
their own personal style in order to declare to the world who they are and what they stand
for. The exhibition, designed by Zaha Hadid — herself an example of womanly international
personal prestige — and curated by Colin McDowell and Donna Loveday, will remain open
until Spring 2015.

All of which confirms words written nearly a century ago by another woman, of great
intellectual and artistic power and great personal fragility: “Though they seem to be things
of secondary importance, the mission of clothes is not only to keep us warm. They change
the appearance of the world in our eyes and change us in the eyes of the world. (Virginia
Woolf, Orlando, 1928)
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