Rooms with a view in Tribeca,

A WORK IN PROGRESS PROGRESSES ON
56 LEONARD, DESIGNED BY HERZOG &
DE MEURON

This unprecedented skyscraper, now nearing completion, will contain luxury apartments
distributed over 250 metres of vertical spectacle

MANHATTAN

Although not scheduled to be finished until 2016, strollers in Tribeca can already make out
in today’s striking skeleton the future form of 56 Leonard, the skyscraper designed by the
Swiss studio Herzog & De Meuron. The building will eventually house 145 luxury units on
60 floors, all of them boasting stunning views of mid-town Manhattan, thanks to a system
of glass curtain walls containing the internal volumes while creating surprising interactions
between exterior and interior.

The apartments will feature unusually high ceilings and large areas (from over 400 to
almost 2,000 square metres) and interior furnishing features designed by the same
architects. Despite its monumental dimensions, this building is a highly unorthodox
skyscraper, due especially to the way each story looks stacked on top of another in a
seemingly random fashion, each out of axis with its neighbours, with planes and corners
jutting out unpredictably: this creates a strikingly dynamic aesthetic effect while at the
same time offering all kinds of terraces and overhanging interiors to different apartments.
Once completed, the building will be embellished by a site-specific sculpture by Anish
Kapoor, consisting of a huge and apparently weightless reflective steel bubble at ground
level, squeezed beneath the overhanging cement of the first floor beside the main
entrance.
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