Surreal scenarios,
GUY BOURDIN: IMAGE MAKER...
STORIES OF FASHION IN IMAGES

London stages a retrospective devoted to the renowned French fashion photographer

LONDON

There’s still time until the 15th of March to admire the wide-ranging retrospective on show
in Somerset House in London celebrating the work of Guy Bourdin. The exhibition — titled
Guy Bourdin: Image Maker and curated by Alistair O’'Neill with Shelly Verthime — contains
over a hundred original prints and a large amount of unpublished material (including
paintings, notes and a Super8 film) created by the highly original French photographer
specialized in fashion subjects. As can be seen from the photos displayed, two durable
collaborations in particular played key roles in this photographic artist’s professional
growth: that with Vogue Paris (beginning in 1955, and flourishing above all in the 1970s
when Francine Crescent was editor), and that with the footwear brand Charles Jourdan,
for whom Bourdin created images which were strikingly provoking and erotic, but always
with a surreal tone. Bourdin’s art constructs images where the fashion product is just

one among various shapes and forms that are orchestrated to narrate mysterious and
intriguing stories.
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