Contemporary fables,
KAREN KNORR AND THE SURREAL
MELODIES OF INDIA SONG

Regal animals rule enchanted kingdoms in a magic portrait of India conjured up by the London
photographer

LONDON

A journey through the dreamlike atmospheres of India and its infinite contradictions: this is
the hidden mission of the magical art of the photographer from London.

She has collected and combined images gathered over years of travel in northern India,
capturing the haunted princely interiors of ancient palaces and temples, using an
extraordinary palette of colours which transmits a magical reality of surreal opulence.
Against these suspended backdrops, vividly incongruous protagonists are transported and
appear: fabulous local animals — icons of Ramayan culture — superimposing their alien
charisma. The backdrops and the protagonists are captured separately as images, and
then brilliantly fused digitally to create a disorientating tension which reflects the political
and social contradictions of India, the echoes of postcolonial timelessness, the aesthetics
of power and the bewitched incongruence between mankind and nature.

The treasure-trove created from years of this obsessive research was printed last year

in a superb volume published by Skira with the title India Song.
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